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ABSTRACT

Unintentional home injury is a major public health problem worldwide. This
cross-sectional study aimed to measure its prevalence, and determine risk factors for
unintentional home injury among preschool children aged 24 to 71 months in Roi Et
Province. A total of 455 preschool children and their main caretakers were randomly
selected. Of these caretakers, 414 consented to participate in the study, giving a
response rate of 91.0%. Data were collected by interviewing the child’s main
caretakers and observing unsafe conditions both inside and outside the homes using an
observational checklist.

During the 6 months prior to the study, 166 unintentional home injuries were
reported, giving a prevalence rate of 40.1% (166/414). The most frequent injuries were
falls (45.8%, 76/166).The living room was the most frequent place for injury inside the
home (22.9%, 38/166). Lawn or playground was the most frequent place for injury
outside the home (27.1%, 45/166). Multiple logistic regression analysis indicated eight
factors were significantly associated with unintentional home injury: children with
moderate and high injury behavior score, having a history of injury, being left-
handedness, having main caretaker aged <30 years, a main caretaker with low and
moderate safety behavior scores, living with a family in rented and/or unstable houses,
having moderate and high hazardous home conditions. Potential interventions to
increase the main caretaker’s awareness regarding children’s injury prevention
behaviors and advice about preventing and removing the unsafe home conditions are
recommended.
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