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ABSTRACT

This study aims to estimate the economic cost of productivity loss associated
with alcohol consumption in terms of absenteeism and presenteeism among the Thai
population in 2007.

A cross-sectional household survey was carried out among Thai people aged
from 15 to 60 years from 4,330 households, who were in paid employment. The
impairment rate due to absenteeism and presenteeism of each drinking category was
examined and was then compared to that of an abstainer group to derive an excess
impairment rate. For each drinking category, cost of productivity loss was calculated
as the product of the excess impairment rate, labor force participation rate, income per
year, and the total number of drinkers in that category.

According to the univariable analysis, the productivity loss among former
drinkers, responsible drinkers, and harmful drinkers was 5.6%, 1.7%, and 5.7%,

respectively, all significantly higher than that for the abstainers. The cost of
productivity loss due to alcohol in terms of absenteeism and presenteeism was
estimated to be approximately 26,700 million Baht by using a deterministic approach
and univariable analysis and 45,464 million Baht, by using a probabilistic approach
and multivariable analysis.

Alcohol consumption is associated with high economic cost in terms of
absenteeism and presenteeism. Given these results, the government should implement
more efficient policy aimed at reducing alcohol consumption among the working
population in order to reduce the economic cost related to absenteeism and
presenteeism. Also, the government should set an appropriate balance between
revenue generated from tax and the amount of resources spent for welfare services and
reducing the harmful effects of alcohol consumption.
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