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ABSTACT

This research was to study factors related to narcotics trials of the
associate judges in the Central Juvenile and Family Court. Samples are 37 associate
judges in the Central Juvenile and Family Court, holding the term of office between
2006-2009. Interviews were conducted and descriptively analyzed.

Backgrounds of the 37 associate judges were 6 males and 31 females and
the largest group, of 17 associate judges, was 68-77 years old. Most were living in
Bangkok, married and had completed a bachelor’s degree. They had experience of
being associate judges for 9.51 years, on average. Twelve judges ran private
businesses with an average earning of 85,945.95 Baht a month. Most were trained
from the Tulakarn Chalermprakiat Hospital, Office of Justice Court and the Central
Juvenile and Family Court. The majority of attentions were focused on causes of
narcotic offence among juveniles and their family problems. Intentions of the
associate judges were to secure juveniles from narcotics through rehabilitation rather
than punishment. Most trials were examining the search reports, personal historical
records and inquiries in order to add to information for trial. Major treatments were
medical and interdisciplinary techniques with family participation and imposing
aggressive strategies of know-before-err projects; school visits for providing
knowledge; and instructions to identify ill effects over oneself and their parents.
These were to encourage their cooperation in self-correction.

A majority of the associate judges could distinguish between addictive
materials and narcotic drugs. Names of drugs were known but never seen for real.
They viewed narcotic trials as just a solution to the end causes. Juveniles were given
more opportunity for self-corrections than other criminal cases and narcotic offences
were not viewed as the intended offences. Ill-effects of the cases were the direct self-
victimization rather than victimizing of other people as with rape and assault.
Solutions suggested by this study are prevention and suppression, which have to be
holistically systematized and taken seriously. This study found that the number of
narcotic cases entering court could be reduced if there were coordination and
integrated handling by all parties in order to sustainably prevent, remedy, suppress
and rehabilitate addicts efficiently and effectively so that these juveniles return to be
important forces in social and national development.
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