AN ASSESSMENT OF THE
KAWASAKI CITY ORDINANCE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
AND THE HUMAN RIGHTS OMBUDSPERSON
ON CHILD RIGHTS IN TWO SECONDARY SCHOOLS

KISARA RATTANAPIRAT

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT
OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS
(HUMAN RIGHTS)
FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
2008

COPYRIGHT OF MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis /v

a @ vAa ] alr 9 a ad 9 Aa A {
'U‘]/I‘]JigmuNﬁL‘Vlﬁ‘]JilJinILLWQLﬁ@\?ﬂTJ'lG]f'lﬂ'J'lﬂ'J‘(’lﬁTI‘ﬁmﬂl,l,ﬁg@ﬁiﬁlﬂﬂ'ﬁﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬂwyﬂ"]ﬁuﬁﬁ@@

ansidnlulsaSoulsenae s

AN ASSESSMENT OF THE KAWASAKI CITY ORDINANCE ON THE RIGHTS OF
THE CHILD AND THE HUMAN RIGHTS OMBUDSPERSON ON CHILD
RIGHTS IN TWO SECONDARY SCHOOLS

A¥I1 §AUIATH 4837958 GRHR/M
AR 1. (ANTUYBHBU)

ﬂmzﬂiiumimmu%mﬁwuﬁ: YUKIKO NISHIKAWA, Ph.D., ILJAS BAKER,
M.Phil.

UNANYD

[
[ [ =t

udnsysssuyaureguazId limssvsosansuymesy  uazilszmagiijulala
@ @ @ 1 A aa qafl 1A <] ' 3 a a a
daeninlueydyanidredndianasuaions. 2537 udanaw winualuanuiluaiedns

q g g

Q

[ v [

] o & d Ady ay v 4 o
Lﬂﬂmﬂdlﬂuﬂizmu‘ﬂﬂg uuulﬂﬁlﬁﬂ']ﬁﬂﬂlli HUD G]Nﬂa‘ﬁl”ﬂ NITUIUNITUDITD AU

E) 9

= =

@ a wa @ 1 [ z a < y a adg o
IAUDITY Llag‘ﬁiillluﬂil‘]J;]‘]JWVINﬁQﬂ?J@INlI°UVI‘UTI/IGlufﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬁjﬂﬁglﬂuﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂmﬂﬂﬁEN

v
a A S

= @ A = B\ @ ~ Y @
imaﬂaﬂumﬂmyﬂu ﬂ'liﬂ$Lllﬂ’ﬁ‘VI‘ﬁLﬂﬂLLaZﬁﬂﬁNHHH%HﬂNﬂWUiuiiﬁﬁElu Ulﬂl,l,ﬂ NI TN
= ~ A Y a a a o @ dy 9
ﬂﬁﬁ\ﬂ‘ﬂ‘l&l‘ﬂNfﬂﬂ Llﬁ$ﬂgi%!.‘l]ﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂiiﬂliﬂuﬂlﬂm\‘]’)mﬂuqﬂ Tﬂmﬂmuwu‘ﬁauuu%
o = a aad ~ [ =\ A a 1 £
‘I/I']fﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘]&!']ﬁinuﬂﬁmﬁﬂﬁlﬂﬂ1u13\‘llﬁﬂuiﬁuagii\uﬁEJL!L?Jﬂclfuqlulll’ENﬂWT]"“]ﬂﬂ’E)EJNﬁZ‘HLN
JEF

a1 Y a

a @ ad : { A @
Lﬁ’e‘Nm’nG]ﬂﬂllﬁ’ﬁl’é)ﬂmﬁummﬁ’nmﬂﬁﬂﬁmﬂ %Qﬁlﬁ@ﬁ’]ﬂi@ﬂﬂq%ﬂ’lﬂﬂq@ﬂ‘]_l‘lllliﬂ

o

A as/' = 9 a A £ A Aa ad Y A
YRIYI[H FINTINIZVUANTIINMIANTUYHEBUFIQUAITOIANTIANAIY ANUNEINVDUND
Aa g Y ~ @ A as ~ v a adg [
ammandunali Isaseusy ludosmmenntnasmsmnenuansmnialedsems  vWinua
TsaFewenyunay hifinasmsainan owileswnninlsuseuenyuil ldogldeainveuiio
=} 1 = [
MipUpE1N 1535815y
nnmsanmun nasmsulseSousgil s llganunlasundadlusesnny
Y a v A A a aa 1 @ 3 I
aszrinuazngAnssuvesaguaziinGeuaosesansmniilain uazuasmsidulyTuma
v A ' [ A a A dyoj ' v A g A a adg
adaamamnnnIeziluseesdns wennnddmunilasntluglasianesesaniianly
A o == ] 3 19 Y A a 3 A ~ ~
atjuTaem luntiunumlumsivaslilvnasmsveadosmmanndwaduilulsauSoun

Y o =2 a9
Ulﬂ‘ﬂ']ﬂ'liﬁﬂy'lf)ﬂﬂjﬂ

120 i1h




Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis/iv

AN ASSESSMENT OF THE KAWASAKI CITY ORDINANCE ON THE RIGHTS
OF THE CHILD AND THE HUMAN RIGHTS OMBUDSPERSON ON CHILD
RIGHTS IN TWO SECONDARY SCHOOLS

KISARA RATTANAPIRAT 4837958 GRHR/M

M.A. (HUMAN RIGHTYS)

THESIS ADVISORS: YUKIKO NISHIKAWA, Ph.D., ILJAS BAKER, M.Phil.
ABSTRACT

Although Japan’s Constitution guarantees human rights and the country has
ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in 1994, in reality, child
rights are not widely recognized. Children are not seen as rights holders, but have
duties rather than rights. State laws, government procedures and culture and social
practices have prevented child rights in Japan from becoming established in the
society. Child rights and human rights violations are often seen in schools in the
forms of bullying, corporal punishment, and overly strict school rules. In this
research, the situation with regards to child rights was investigated at a public
school and a private school in Kawasaki City.

In circumstances that are not supportive of child rights promotion and
protection, Kawasaki City, among other local governments, is playing a leading role
in attempting to promote and protect child rights by means of the first
comprehensive ordinance on child rights and the institution of an ombudsperson
system. It aims to put CRC provisions into practice and have families, schools and
the community collaborate on this. The ordinance and the ombudsperson have led to
the creation of special measures within public schools such as the School Education
Development Conference, human rights representative teachers, and child rights
education. No such mechanisms have been created within private schools because
of their independent status from the education board and the City.

From the research, it was found that the implementation of the ordinance
and the ombudsperson did not effectively lead to change in teachers and students’
awareness and behavior in respect to child rights at the public school. Rather, it
seems that the mechanisms were created on a welfare-based approach rather than a
rights-based approach. The ombudsperson is also not recognized as an institution
that protects “rights”. On the other hand, the private school did not seem to be
significantly influenced by the attempt of the City to promote and protect child
rights. Various social factors that hinder child rights in Japan in general were found
to play important roles in retarding the attempt of Kawasaki City to promote and
protect child rights.
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