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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, Thai youths are growing up in a time of globalization that tends to
improve the youths their standard of living. However, globalization improves their
standard of living but not their subjective well-being. This leads to have alot of behavioral
problems. Youths quality of life should be identified within the Thai cultural context.
Additionally, the youths' quality of life is affected by their living arrangements and family
structure. Y ouths residing outside of two-parent families tend to have a poorer quality of
life. It is worthwhile to examine the relationship between the family structure and youths
quality of life in the Thai context. The family structure has become increasingly diverse
and complex in recent decades. The objectives of this study are: (1) to identify youth
quality of life in Kanchanaburi province; and (2) to examine the association between
family structure and the youths quality of life using indicators regarding school/college
enrolment, smoking, and alcohol drinking in the Kanchanaburi Demographic Surveillance
System (KDSS). Two data sets were used in this study: the Happiness Indicator Survey
2005 and the KDSS 2001-2004. Factor analysis and Logistic regression analysis were
employed.

The results of the first objective show that there are thirty-eight indicators in six
components covering subjective and objective quality of life indicators among youths in
the Kanchanaburi province: standard of emotion, standard of physical environment,
standard of living, social capital, cultural belief activities, and physical health. The highest
score in relation to the youths quaity of life was the standard of their physica
environment, while the lowest score was related to cultural belief activities. The results of
the second objective revealed that there were no differences between youths in two-parent
families and single-parent families in terms of quality of life. However, youth in extended
households had a greater likelihood to enroll in school and not smoke cigarettes relative to
those in nuclear households, while youths in non-parent families had a reduced likelihood
to drink alcohol relative to those in two-parent families.

In conclusion, this study’s findings support the following: (1) cultura belief
activities should be focused on in order to improve youth quality of life; (2) the role of
grandparents in the household is crucial in order to socialize children and youth in the
household and community; and (3) parents should socialize their children more strongly in
order to avoid health risk behaviors.
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