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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this descriptive research were to examine maternal behaviors
in caring for children with cerebral palsy and to investigate the predictive power of
social support, perceived self-efficacy and severity of disability on maternal behaviors.
The study sample consisted of 109 mothers of children with cerebral palsy
with age ranging from 6 months to6 years. Data were collected by a demographic
characteristics questionnaire, severity of the disability questionnaire, social support of
mothers of children with cerebral palsy questionnaire, perceived self-efficacy of
mothers of children with cerebral palsy questionnaire and caregiving behaviors of
mothers of children with cerebral palsy questionnaire. Descriptive statistic and
multiple regression were used for data analysis.

The result revealed that the mean score of caregiving behaviors of mothers of
children with cerebral palsy was high level (Mean = 1.74, S.D. = 0.15). When
considering each aspect, the mean score of the caregiving behaviors of mothers of
children with cerebral palsy was the highest level in universal self-care demands
aspect (Mean = 1.83, S.D. = 0.17), followed by developmental self-care demands
aspect (Mean = 1.72, S.D. = 0.22), and health deviation self-care demands aspect
(Mean = 1.21, S.D. = 0.30), respectively. Perceived self-efficacy could explain 16
percent of the variance in caregiving behaviors of mothers of children with cerebral
palsy with statistical significance (F = 20.85, p < .001). Perceived self-efficacy was the
best predictor of caregiving behaviors of mothers of children with cerebral palsy.

The finding suggests that nurses should promote perceived self-efficacy of
mothers of children with cerebral palsy, and enhance support networks, so that the
mothers can effectively and efficiently care for their children with cerebral palsy.
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