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ABSTRCT

This study aimed to analyze complements, related factors, nurses’ role and outcomes
of continuing care for patients with moderate to severe burn injuries.

Thirty four research papers and 42 academic documents were extensively reviewed by
the author. The clinical situation in the burns unit of The Royal Thai Air Force was analyzed.
The results of the study are as follows: 1) The literature revealed that the components of
continuing care for patients with moderate to severe burn injuries were continuing care policy,
the multidisciplinary term, and the provision of care according to the phase of burn injuries.
Discharge planning, nurse the case manager, and the clinical pathway were significant
facilitating factors for continuing care. The outcomes that reflected the effectiveness of
continuing care included mortality rate, disability, disfigurement, psychological problems,
medical expenses, length of hospital stay, and return to work rate; 2) When data from the
literature were compared with data from the clinical situation, it was revealed that some
components in clinical situation in burn unit of The Royal Thai Air Force were not present and
there were very limited numbers of facilitating factors for continuing care. There was neither a
nurse case manager nor clinical pathway. The outcomes of burn care were not completely
measured; 3) It was feasible to implement the continuing care model in clinical situations.
Also, it is expected that the continuing care model can yield positive outcomes for burn
patients, their families, and health care organization.

In conclusion, this study elaborated a comprehensive picture of continuing care for
patients with burn injuries and implemented an effective care model for this group of patients.
In order to establish the continuing care model, a strategy to develop nurse case management

roles should be encouraged.
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