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ABSTRACT

The information of the Stop Drink Network in 2007 points out that 2.6 million
teenagers per year drink beer. Government and concerned agencies tried to find measures to
control and reduce problems that occurred from drinking alcoholic beverages but the
measures are still not sufficient. This survey research aims to find relationships of factors
influencing beer drinking of high school students studying in schools under the Office of
Basic Education Commission, Ministry of Education in Bangkok Education Service Area
Office 1.The data is collected by using questionnaires distributed to 403 high school student
respondents and the statistics from Chi-square test.

The study’s results show that the average age of high school students discovering
knowing about beer for the first time is 10.5 years old. In 32.5 % of student, the first person
who introduces beer to them is their father. Family members drinking alcoholic beverages
(71.4 %) encourage beer drinking in students at medium to high levels. Most students (51.9
%) used to drink beer and 22.1 % still drink it at present. The average age they start drinking
beer regularly for the first time is 13.5 years old. Most of them (66.3 %) drank beer with
friend groups in the first time. The finding shows that 67.9 % of friend groups have a medium
to high influence toward beer drinking of students, which mostly results from the curiosity to
try beer (75.2 %). Moreover, the study found that satisfaction in price and image of beer,
vicinity of school and alcoholic beverage-selling venues, as well as students’ residences have
a medium to high influence toward beer drinking of students with the proportions of 51.9,
58.1 and 68.4 %, respectively. The easy accessibility of beer such as in department stores,
which is 49.0 %, has a medium influence toward beer drinking of high school students. For
the recognition about laws related to alcoholic beverages among students who do not drink
beer, 83.2 % understand it at a medium level. For the group of beer drinkers, the study found
that 28.6 % understand the law at a high level. Concerning the regulations and penalty of
schools regarding alcoholic beverages, the study found that 6.7 % of students do not know
these rules, and 7.2 % used to smuggle beer to drink with friends during festivals. In
analyzing other relationship into factors affecting beer-drinking, the research found that
gender and grades (Mathayoms 4, 5, 6) relate to beer drinking of high school students with
statistical significance at p = 0.05, Studying programs, GPA (Grade Point Average), the age
of student that discovering knowing about beer for the first time, previous beer drinking,
psychological and social factors relate to beer drinking of high school students with statistical
significance at p = 0.01. The study points out that recognition about laws related to alcoholic
beverages and school penalties has no relation with beer drinking of high school students.

Therefore, this study suggests that government and concerned agencies should use
psychological and social measures to solve the problem of alcoholic beverage drinking
among teenagers rather than aiming to use only law measure that cannot control alcohol
consumption of teenagers.
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