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ABSTRACT

This descriptive study aimed to explore the prevalence and characteristics of
violence against women during pregnancy, in relation to health status and help seeking
and to explore the relationship between personal characteristics of pregnant women,
marital relationships, and attitudes toward gender roles and the incidence of violence
against women during pregnancy. The participants were 300 pregnant women who were
attending antenatal care at Maharat Nakhonratchasima Hospital. The study was carried out
from September 1, 2006 to January 31, 2007. Data were collected by: 1) a demographic
data questionnaire, 2) a marital relationship questionnaire, 3) an attitudes toward gender
roles questionnaire, 4) a maternal health status questionnaire, 5) a violence against women
during pregnancy questionnaire. When the women revealed that they had suffered violent
abuse during their pregnancy a future interview took place about the violence and help
seeking. Descriptive statistics and logistic regression analysis were employed for
quantitative data analysis. Content analysis was used for qualitative data from open-ended
questions.

The results showed that the overall prevalence of violence against the women during
pregnancy was 34%. The majority had been emotionally abused by their husband (28%),
12% had been sexually abused, 8.7% physically abused and 5% were afraid of the
husband. The head and face were the most frequent injury sites. Slapping and hitting were
the major methods of physical abuse. The abused pregnant women had significantly
higher rates of physical and mental health problems than those who had not been abused.
Logistic regression analysis revealed that predictive factors of violence against women
during pregnancy were younger age and poor marital relationships which could explain
approximately 23% of violence during pregnancy. The three main reasons for not seeking
for help were: 1) thinking of the violence as normal, 2) lack of resources for help, and 3)
not wanting to disclose the story of the violence.

The research findings suggest that healthcare providers should be aware of the issues
of domestic violence and effective routine screening should be performed in every
pregnant women who is receiving antenatal care, in particular for younger and those in
poor marital relationships. Moreover, good relationships and trust between healthcare
providers and pregnant women would promote disclosure of violence. A special care team
should be established in hospitals to care for and support abused women. The availability
of help centers and resources should be advertised to all pregnant women.
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