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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to develop graphic communication symbols that
fit Thai culture for cerebral palsy children with verbal communicative difficulties.
The researcher developed the 41 graphic communication symbols based on
Bloomberg, Karlan and Lloyd’s research which considers the most often-used words
among children with cerebral palsy as well as the most often-seen words in
Augmentative and Alternative Communication. The words were divided into 3
classes of parts of speech. There were 14 verbs, 12 modifiers, and 15 nouns. The
clarity of graphic communication symbols was tested through interviews with a
sample of normal adults who were familiar with children with cerebral palsy and
through interviews with a group of children studying in grade 4 of primary school.
There were 32 persons for each group. Also, the picture symbols were tested for
comprehension of the 32 children with cerebral palsy. The data was analyzed by
descriptive statistics.

The result of the study showed that more than 75 percent of the normal adults
and children thought the symbols were clear. Of the symbols judged to be clear, 7
were verb symbols, 8 modifier symbols, and 13 noun symbols. Ninety percent of
children with cerebral palsy understood all symbols except “want” which was
understood by 75 percent of these children. These symbols need some more work

but have high potential to help children with cerebral palsy.
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