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ABSTRACT

Situations involving violence against women at the hands of their intimate
partners constitute a type of domestic violence. It is a major health problem
encountered in every country of the world and in every society. According to the
statistical report of the World Health Organization which surveyed the situation of
violence towards women in 48 locations worldwide, it was found that 10-69% of the
women had experienced abuse by their intimate partner. Intimate partner violence was
one of ten reasons for death of women aged 15-44 years old. Family violence is a
delicate matter. In providing help to victims, the health care provider should acquire
specific knowledge and skills for the evaluation, provision of help, and understanding
of family issues.

The objective of this paper was to develop a nursing practice guideline for the
screening and assistance of women who had been abused by their intimate partners
according to the framework of evidence-based practice. By searching database and
checking reference lists, 10 related research literatures were selected. These studies
were analyzed and synthesized to develop a nursing practice guideline in screening
and assistance of intimate partner violence. Initially, the guideline screen for violence.
Then, problems are assessed along with the women and children’s physical,
psychological, social, and safety needs. Finally, provision of physical, psychological,
social and safety assistance to the women and children should be offered in the form
of multi-disciplinary treatment, information regarding sources for legal help, shelter,
career and economic assistance, planning for the women’s self-protection and
following up to evaluate the results. The guideline passed a validity test from five
experts who specialized in this topic. The researcher applied the experts’ suggestions
to the revision of the guideline to improve the instrument in terms of suitability,
effectiveness and feasibility for implementation in actual nursing practice. Prior to the
implementation, a pilot program to evaluate the feasibility of this nursing practice
guideline in screening and assistance of intimate partner violence will be conducted.
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