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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this investigation was to study the variations of classifier
usage in the Thai sub-dialect of Ubon Rachathani among three generations.

It was found that there are 88 classifiers used in the Ubon Ratchathani sub-
dialects. Componential Analysis theory was used to analyze the classifiers; it revealed
that the use of classifiers can reflect the perception of the speaker toward objects.
There are four major causes for the variation regarding the use of classifiers: (i) the
semantic components of the nouns used with classifiers share some features in
common; (ii) the influence of Central Thai classifiers on the use of UB classifiers;
(iii) speakers have different perception towards the objects; (iv) new classifiers are
created including the uses of repeater and general classifiers.

The comparison of classifiers used in Rachathani, Nakhorn Rachasima, Khon
Kaen and Lao shows there are 20 classifiers that speakers in all four regions use with
the same nouns.

The results of the study do not support the hypothesis and results from other
studies because the number of specific classifiers used by a middle-age speaker is
higher when compared to other generations. The study reveals that the variations in
the language used in each area are caused by internal factors such as the speakers

themselves and external factors such as the dialect spoken in nearby dialects.
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