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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to study the general conditions of fisheries and fisheries with large
fishing gears, catch per unit of effort (CPUE), fisheries yield, the net benefit from each type of
large fishing gear as well as community and other stakeholder perceptions of the impacts of
large fishing gears in the Lower Songkhram River. This study was a survey research utilizing
observations and a questionnaire to collect the data. The study sample was comprised of 34
commercial or large-scale fishermen households, 23 traditional or small-scale fishermen
households, 13 non-fishermen households, 5 village committees, 6 government officers (with
respect to the environment) and 6 non-government officers (with respect to the environment).

In year 2006, the catch per unit of effort (CPUE) from large-barrage net (large-gad
tonn), beach seine net (mong guad or uan tab ta ling), small-barrage net (small-gad tonn),
stationary trawl nets (dfoong), cover net fisheries (mong pok or mong kuang), netcage traps
(lob poh), raft mounted lift nets (yaw kan chaw or sa dung yai) was 38.17, 22.20, 20.43, 14.21,
3.50, 1.70, 1.26 kg/hr respectively.

The fisheries yield was estimated to be 95,497 kg/year. This figure was comprised of
stationary trawl nets, beach seine net, large-barrage net, raft mounted lift nets, netcage traps,
small-barrage net, cover net at 25,552, 19,980, 16,950, 11,295, 10,920, 9,990, 810 kg/year
respectively.

The net benefit of fisheries was estimated to be 2,162,710 baht/year. This figure was
comprised of the profit from beach seine nets, stationary trawl nets, large-barrage net, raft
mounted lift nets, small-barrage net, netcage traps, cover nets at 592,530, 489,070, 458,650,
264,185, 214,175, 126,575, 17,525 baht/year respectively.

Community and other stakeholder perceptions of the impact of large fishing gears in
the Lower Songkhram River could be summarized as follows: commercial or large-scale
fishermen households and village committee had only a fairly good perception while
traditional or small-scales fishermen households, non-fishermen households, government
officers (with respect to environmental) and non-government officers (with respect to
environmental) had a very good perception.

Public authorities were a significant source of information which influenced
stakeholders' perception and it should be focused to upon in order increase the effectiveness.
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