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ABSTRACT

This research was to study the nature of sexual crime of the youth inmates;
various factors and factors of obscene media affecting sexual offences of the youth
inmates and their various consumption behaviors in a Youth Correction Institute.
The samples were 176 youth inmates charged with sexual offences relating to rape,
attempted rape, and group rape imprisoned in the Youth Correction Institution,
Pathumthani Province, Thailand. A questionnaire was the instrument for data
collection and statistical applications were percentage, mean, ANOVA and MCA.

1. Most samples were 22-23 years with age at offences being 20-21 years,
had finished secondary education, were earning 3,000 — 5,000 Baht a month, single,
residing in rented room/ row-house and charged with rape.

2. It was found that most samples best knew and understood obscene
media. In addition, accessing obscene media was through various websites, the
internet, magazines/articles/obscene books and types of obscene books through the
internet, CD/VCDS of obscene movies, obscene magazines, mobile phones and
various websites.

3. It was found that most samples viewed causes of the offences as coming
from victims. For example, victims were dressed sexily and were alone, outside
their homes and opportunities and surroundings facilitated the offence; inmates felt
a need to the obscene media.

4. It was found in the test of hypothesis that knowledge and understanding
of obscene media (Beta = 0.54); accessing obscene media (Beta = 0.31),
understanding types of obscene media (Beta = 0.16) and receiving various types of
obscene media (Beta = 0.11) was related to offences if inmates.

It is recommended that the government should set policy to totally
suppress obscene media in order to abolish them in association with units involving
suppression, i.e. police should seriously and consistently probe and suppress
offenders of obscene media.
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