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ABSTRACT

This research is a qualitative study of the dynamics of the culture of coconut-
palm sugar production. This study considers the consistency of the culture of the
production of coconut-palm sugar with sufficiency economy philosophy, and it
considers the risks confronting the community in order to analyze the culture of
coconut-palm sugar production as a community immune from risk according to
sufficiency economy. Data collection was done through participant observation, case
study interviews with six families, and focus group discussion. Data analysis was
conducted using data interpretation and analytic induction.

The results found that the Suanthung village has had four dynamic periods of

coconut-palm sugar production culture.These are: 1) The initial period of coconut-

palm sugar production (1962); 2) Expansion period of coconut-palm production
(1962-1977); 3) The peak of coconut-palm sugar production period (1977-1997); and
4) The decline of coconut-palm sugar production period (1997-present). In each phase,
the community faced both internal and external risks.Internal risks include losing
credit for producing impure coconut-palm sugar, middlemen taking advantage, and
accidents due to falling off coconut trees etc., external risks include becoming
unemployed, chemical contamination,and lack of model to pass on sugar production
skills etc. This study found that coconut-palm sugar production culture is in
concordance with the sufficiency economy philosophy in moderation, rationalization,
and acts as self-immunity in protecting the community against external risks of
occupation, health, society and culture. On the contrary, the coconut-palm sugar
production culture could not create social immunity for the community against internal
risks of occupation, since the sugar production follows the market demand,and is
controlled by merchants.

This research recommends that the community culture should be used as a tool
in the development of the community, and should receive additional support from
related agencies. Otherwise, the community must investigate their problems within the
community thoroughly and select suitable development based on sustainability.
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