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ABSTRACT

This study explores sexual companionship, using research based on an
ethnographic approach. The study site was in Kanchanaburi, Thailand and data was
collected during 2006/2007, from college and university students who shared their
sexual life as couples both with partners of the same sex and the opposite sex. The
research focused on social control of sexual behavior, especially among students who
practice premarital sex, which resists the social values, norms and traditions of Thai
custom. It examined the mechanism of social control on student’s behavior through
various social organizations such as the family, school and state, and how such social
control works. In addition it explored that how students resist, accept or bargain with
these controls and create their own self designed sexual relationship/companionship.
Furthermore, it examined the meaning and pattern of various types of student’s sexual
companionship. Apart from the qualitative case histories the study used secondary data
from KDSS (2000-2004) for analyzing marriage patterns or chii wit khu in
Kanchanaburi. The findings confirm that, though Thai culture does not accept student
marriages, some students reported being married and studying simultaneously. On the
other hand, many of students have sexual partners and cohabitate. It is also found that in
the present Thai society college and university students practice wider aspects of sexual
practices than in the past (i.e. premarital sexual companionship or living together
without being married, with their homosexual or heterosexual partner). This
demonstrates that many students resist the prevailing Thai social controls, values, and
norms and traditional customs. Also some persons in some sectors that support
traditional customs and beliefs were more accepting or compromising, among them
were parents, teachers, and dormitory managers who are part of the social institutions
and structure that traditionally control young people. These changing responses
demonstrate that a new discourse is rising as students were allowed to continue their
lifestyle. Thus this phenomenon has become a subculture of the society and is
considered a main part of youth culture, where in some cases, this behavior is accepted
as normal. The study used Foucault’s and Rubin’s feminist ideologies and concepts, and
theory of sex hierarchy as a perspective to identify the control, resistance and patterns of
sexual companionship; the results of the research were, additionally, in agreement with
those ideologies, concepts, and theories.
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