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ABSTRACT

In the 1830s, during the Annam-Siam war in Cambodia, some Chung people
were captured and sent to Thailand by Siamese troops, while others were still left in
their original home. For almost two centuries, the two groups of Chung speakers have
been isolated from each other. Contact-induced language change in both varieties is
studied in reference to Thai and Khmer. To assess the intensity of contact, socio-historical
backgrounds of each variety are examined. After tracing the influence of Thai and Khmer,
the Chung sound system and lexica are compared with Proto-Pearic and Proto-Mon-
Khmer. It is shown that each variety has diverted due to the long period of separation
and language contact.

As proposed in this study, Chung of Thailand are called Chung Yuy (CY) and
of Cambodia Chung Yul (CL) because of different pronunciations of the word ‘sky’,
representing the correspondence between words ending with /-j/ in CY and /-1/ in CL.
The difference suggests that CY have undergone a merger of Proto-Pearic *-I and *-j,
while CL still keeps the distinction. The loss of such contrast is motivated by CY’s drift
towards Thai. Though the change from *-stops to -nasals after glottalized vowels in CL
is salient, it is an independent process and not found in CY and other Pearic languages.

Lexically, there are four patterns of borrowing: (1) CY borrowed Thai and CL
borrowed Khmer (2) CY borrowed Thai while CL kept old forms (3) CY and CL borrowed
Khmer (4) CY kept old forms while CL borrowed Khmer. Morphologically, CY and CL
still resemble each other though CY show inclinations to monosyllabicity. Grammatically,
there are no significant differences between CY, CL, Thai and Khmer, except for ‘doubled
negation’ not—verb—not that is shared by the Chung and Khmer, but not by Thais.
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