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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the relationship between alcohol
drinking and felony offenses of juvenile delinquency. This survey used questionnaires as
a tool to collect data from 120 male delinquents selected by simple random sampling
method from training and teaching centers for delinquents such as Baan Karuna, Baan
Muthita, Baan Ubegkha and Baan Kanjanapisek, Department of Juvenile Observation and
Protection, Ministry of Justice,Thailand. Data was analyzed and evaluated by using The
Statistical Package for the Social Science (SPSS/PC+). Statistics applied in this research
were percentage, frequency, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, and analysis of Chi-
Square.

According to personal data, the sample group was generally aged between 17 —
19 years old and their first offense was usually committed before they were 15 years of age.
Mostly, the sample group’s habitation was located in Bangkok. In addition they were
usually graduates of secondary school and their income was higher than 3000 baht per
month. They were likely to be hot-tempered, easily angered, from a good family
background and living with their parents. The parents commonly have elementary
education and work as employees.

From drinking behavior data, 108 consumed alcohol and 12 did not consume
alcohol at all. For these who consumed alcohol, they stated that they first began drinking
out of curiosity stemming from their fathers’ and friends’ drinking and smoking behavior.
Of the sample, 68 had committed murder and had committed the crime alone, and were
sentenced to 3 to 4 years. The cause of the crime was emotional, and the consumption of
alcohol was also involved. The majority of the juvenile delinquents did not have a weapon
while offending and their crime was not planned.

In conclusion, a significant number of the sample had different drinking
behaviors from the majority and it did not affect their criminal act differently. Drinking was
not the main affect on the crime; the drives are temper condition and environment.
Moreover, it was found that basic factors like age difference affected deviant behavior
differentials such as drinking, smoking, habit development and gambling because age
determined learning experiences of deviant behavior.

The researcher had perceived that juvenile delinquents commonly have stimulus
from their temper and environment while alcoholic drinks are a significant impulse.
Consequently, the Government should initiate a measure related to alcohol consumption
which highlights their policy and has the young as the priority. Family and educational
institutions are vital bodies in helping to promote and foster emotion and thought, as well as
suitable behavior in the children in order to prevent them from taking drugs and further
social violations.
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