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FULU LAE LAE, A LISU’S TRADITIONAL MUSIC IN CHIANGRAI PROVINCE, NORTHERN
THAILAND.

NIROOT KAWLA 4837787 MSMS/M

M.A . (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORS: NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAIT, B.Ed, M.ED., M.A., ORRAWAN BANJONKSIN,

M.ED, M.M.

ABSTRACT

The study of the Fulu Lae Lae, A traditional Lisu musical instrument in Chiang Rai Province was
conducted using the Ethnomusicology research methodology. It aimed to study the Fulu Lae Lae in the Lisu
culture (its physical dimension and sound system) and analyze Fulu Lae Lae songs of the Lisu .

The Fulu Lae Lae is a traditional Lisu musical instrument that has been used for generations.
Generally, this instrument is played by Lisu men to show joyfulness and bring good luck to a village. The
purposes of playing the Fulu Lae Lae are for entertaining, for ceremonies, as a lullaby, and encourage villagers’
participation. Moreover, The Fulu Lae Lae can be called the symbol of the Lisu tribe which reflects the well-
managed society of the tribe, individual freedom, self-confident, and pride of their culture.

The Fulu Lae Lae is an aerophone instrument which produces sound by blowing and sucking. There
are three important parts of the Fulu Lae Lae: bottle gourd, 5 sound tubes, and a free reed connected to the
sound tubes. Moreover, the 2 tube covers are also used to make the resonance sound. The Fulu Lae Lae of Mr.
A Be Yanja has 6 important pitch groups: g b Dol o ! g ' The Fulu Lae Lae of Mr. A-Su-Wa-Tue
Sae-Yee has 6 important pitch groups: e g a "b' d' ' The Fulu Lae Lae of Mr. Joa Pu Sinyang has 6
important pitch groups: g b e f! g '

Fulu Lae Lae songs relate to the ways of life, entertaining, and courtship of the Lisu tribe. The songs
have one section (section A) played in loops. The song cadence can be seen through descending direction. In

the songs, there are intervals: 3 Major, 4" Major, 5" Perfect and 8" Perfect. The pitch groups of the songs are

ceb,eb’ ¢, cgblande g b’ ¢ (Movable do). The thythmic of the song contains the stable beats.

—_—
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2 —
The Fulu Lae Lae songs have the normal beat (4 ). The rhythmic patterns of melody are , " R

- ¢ and ======.The Rhythmic pattern of the song is

KEY WORDS: FULU LAE LAE / PHYSICALITY / SOUND SYSTEM / LISU / MUSIC / LISU’S TRADITIONAL
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