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ABSTRACT

Although women of all ages carry some kind of risk of being infected, this paper
focuses specifically on young women aged 15 — 24 years only. There are a number of
reasons for having an interest in this age group. This is the time when most of them
start being sexually active therefore, this is the right time to arm them with HIV/AIDS
information. A particular focus was given to the effect of intergenerational sexual
relationships, and how they can exacerbate young women’s vulnerability to HIV
infection. A Botswana AIDS Impact Survey II sub-sample of 996 young women was
used. The BAIS II data were re-examined to determine the link between engaging in
sexual relationships with well-off older men and HIV status of young women, to
identify other intervening factors, if any. Both tabular and multivariate logistic
regression analysis techniques were employed. The mean age for the young women
and their partners was 19.67 and 25.90 years respectively. To some extent, binary
logistic results show that young women who have ever had a sugar daddy relationship
have higher odds of being HIV positive. Furthermore, the results show that risk of
infection increases with an increase in age difference. There is a need to provide

younger women with sexuality education to curb the epidemic.
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