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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study knowledge about palm sugar production,
study palm sugar production cycle, analyze factors affecting palm sugar production which
influence to occupation change, and suggest guidelines for sustainable palm sugar production.
This study was conducted quantitatively using questionnaires, and qualitatively using in-depth
interviews and brainstorm forums with the target population. The target population consisted
of producers, traders, consumers, local and government sector personnel in Huay Krod and
Huay Krod Pattana sub-districts, Sankhaburi district, Chainat province. All data were analyzed
using statistical analysis presented by percentage, frequency distribution, mean, standard
deviation, and chi-square test.

It was found that the knowledge of palmyra palm production was comprised of
planting, utilization, descent, seasonal production, equipment and production process,
production process improvement, and palm sugar storage. The palm sugar production cycle
began with palm sugar producers producing the products, and then the products were
distributed retail and wholesale. The external factors affecting occupation change were the
supporting agricultural policy of the government and land arrangement causing land use and
tenure change. Later on, irrigation canals were built that resulted in farmers lacking time to
produce palm sugar. Therefore, rice cultivation at one was a year has been increased to more
than once year. Some the rice farmers gave up producing palm sugar which a led to the
decrease of palm sugar volume and the occurrence of combined sugar. As for internal factors,
there was no significant difference between personal characteristics included attitude of palm
sugar entrepreneurs and the trend of palm sugar production occupation change at 0.05 levels.
On the other hand, period time of occupation and land tenure affected to the trend of palm
sugar production occupation change at 0.05 level of the statistical significant difference.
Furthermore, there were some problems in the area, including land ownership, raw material
deficiency, successor occupation depletion, unsafe production and consumption, cost of raw
material is increasing a large quantity of palm sugar, produce storage, period of produce time
and the height of sugar palm palmyra tree, and group combination problem.

Suggested guidelines for sustainable sugar palm production therefore, should cover
promoting palmyra palm tree planting, supporting palm sugar farmers who have their own rice
fields to cultivate palmyra palm trees, raising some incentives for palm sugar successors,
providing knowledge on safe palm sugar to producers, traders and consumers, supporting
potential of palm sugar producers group, promoting palm sugar product to be a community
product and developing to be One Tambon One Product (OTOP) under Thai Community
Product Standard (TCPS) and Food Safety Standard, increase value added on products from
palmyra palm trees, supporting the way of life, cultural and local wisdom of palm sugar
production to publics, promoting eco-tourism, and supporting the relevant research in the local
area.

KEY WORDS: SUSTAINABILITY / PALM SUGAR / FOOD SAVETY / CHAINAT
200 pp.
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