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ABSTRACT

The epidemic of AIDS showed a decrease in Thailand but there are still high
risk groups with high infectious rates, such as among factory workers. The study
objectives were to study knowledge, attitude and behavior towards prevention of HIV
infection and use of condom among male factory workers in Rayong Province.

This study was a descriptive study. Data was collected by questionnaires from
213 male factory workers in Rayong Province, during December 2006 — February
2007. Descriptive statistics included percentage, mean and standard deviation.

The results showed that mean age of workers was 31.02+ 6.57 years. Most
male workers had an education level of bachelor degree (46.5%). Half of them were
married as well as single. The average income of workers was 26,050 £17,022 baht
per month. Most workers had a good or a fair level of knowledge about AIDS (41.3%
and 44.1%, respectively). Most of them had a fair attitude towards AIDS (70.8%).
Only 7.1% had a appropriate attitude towards AIDS. Regarding sexual behavior, only
13.3% of male workers had high risk behavior. In the past 6 month period 83.3% of
male workers had sexual intercourse, 38.8% with commercial sex workers. Only
75.8% of them always used condoms when they had sexual relations with commercial
sex workers.

In conclusion, most male factory workers had a good level of knowledge but
had a fair level of attitude towards AIDS. Although most of them had low risk sexual
behavior, the use of condoms was not high enough for visits to commercial sex
workers. Male factory workers should receive repetitive educational activities so that
they will have better knowledge, attitude and sexual behavior.
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