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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to interpret the phenomenal characteristics of]
tooth alignment; to explore the experiences, ways of thinking, symbolic meanings and
values attributed to tooth alignment; and to explain the social contexts influencing
young adolescents to pursue tooth alignment. The main purpose of the study was to
reflect on and interpret adolescent characteristics occurring in urban society. The key
informants were students in one of the demonstration schools in Bangkok. In-depth
interviews and observation were utilized in the data collecting process.

The results suggested there are various experiences that have symbolic meaning
and value relating to tooth alignment of adolescents. These are divided into three
groups. First, braces have become ornaments employed by adolescents to present their
personal images. Second, braces demonstrate luxury, wealth and modernity. Finally,
braces are consumed for use as future physical capital. The social contexts influencing
adolescents to have tooth alignments are: the marketing strategies and results of]
professional stimulation, peer group, and parental pressures. The study results indicated
that lifestyles of adolescents vary in forms of consumption, from functional use to
identification purposes containing such aspects as beauty, nicety, social class and
economic status, which are used to manifest social meaning and identity. The meaning
and intent of orthodontic treatment is not only aesthetic and functional but also has
social value. Moreover, identity and sign value of the appliances among adolescents,
and their aim to construct the paradigm of the ideal body, go hand in hand with their
parents’ desire to achieve physical capital for their children through the process of tooth

alignment.
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