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ABSTRACT

Implants are suitable for women who want to have birth control for a long
period. There are many factors related to the use of implants. The objective of this
study was to study factors associated with the use of implants at the family planning
clinic, Ramathibodi Hospital from May to October 2006. Sixty patients were
interviewed, thirty who used contraceptive implants and another thirty who used
injectables or oral pills. Data were analyzed by frequency, percentage, mean and
standard deviation. Chi-square, Fisher’s exact test and Student t-test were used for
hypothesis testing at the significance level of p = 0.05.

The result of this study showed that age, number of living children, intention
to have more children and knowledge of price of implants were factors significantly
associated with use of contraceptive implants. Over half of the implants group were
older than 35 years old compared to about a quarter of women who used other
contraceptives (p = 0.001). Nearly half of the implants group had two or more
number of living children compared to 10% of the women who used other
contraceptives (p = 0.002). About 17% of the implants group intended to have more
children compared t056.7% of women who used other contraceptives(p = 0.024).
Ninety percent of the implants group knew price of implants compared to 16.7% of
women who used other contraceptives (p = 0.001).

In conclusion, the difference in characteristics between women who used
contraceptives implant and women who used other methods could be used as a
guideline to counsel woman about contraceptive options so that the women can choose
appropriate contraceptives for themselves.
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