KNOWLEDGE AND PERCEPTION OF PNEUMONIA DISEASE
AMONG MOTHERS OF CHILDREN UNDER FIVE YEARS
ATTENDING NAKHON PATHOM GENERAL HOSPITAL,

THAILAND

EDDY SISWANTO

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF
THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF
MASTER OF PRIMARY HEALTH CARE MANAGEMENT
FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
2007

COPYRIGHT OF MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis/iv

KNOWLEDGE AND PERCEPTION OF PNEUMONIA DISEASE AMONG
MOTHERS OF CHILDREN UNDER FIVE YEARS ATTENDING NAKHON
PATHOM GENERAL HOSPITAL, THAILAND

EDDY SISWANTO 4937989 ADPM/M

M.P.H.M. (PRIMARY HEALTH CARE MANAGEMENT)

THESIS ADVISORS: SHAFI ULLAH BHUIYAN, Ph.D., JIRAPORN CHOMPIKUL,
Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

A hospital based cross sectional study was conducted to describe socio-
demographic factors of mothers, mother’s knowledge and mother’s perception of
pneumonia disease. Study was conducted at Nakhon Pathom General Hospital,
Thailand period 22 to 30 January 2007 by interviewing 140 mothers of children under
five years attending a pediatric clinic by using structured questionnaire.

This study found mothers were predominantly primary school graduates
(37.14 %). The majority worked as laborer (39.29 %) with medium level of family
income per month (87.86 %). Around 66% of the mothers had fair knowledge about
pneumonia. From this result, it was found that only a few mothers answered all the
questions correctly in terms of simple signs and symptoms of pneumonia (7%) and
around 21% of the mothers answered all the questions correctly in terms of cause and
factors related with pneumonia. Around 81% of the mothers had good perception and
only a small number of mothers gave correct answers for all the statements, which
was only 7% of all the mothers. Finally, no significant associations were found among
the occurrence of pneumonia, mother’s knowledge and mother’s perception.

The lack of knowledge among mothers about simple signs and symptoms of
pneumonia, and also the lack of knowledge about its causes and factors related with
pneumonia become important findings of this study. The low perception of perceived
benefits became dominant among all the perception’s dimensions of the four found in
this study. Community based public health education and training for health providers
at all levels about correct and applicable prevention and assessments of pneumonia
and other dangerous diseases should be promoted to ensure better transfer knowledge,
better perception and better health practices in the community.
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