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This study investigated the involvement with narcotics, causes of offence
against property, and relationship between narcotics and offences against property.
It was qualitative research that collected data from 13 female juveniles in Ban
Pranee Training School for Girls, Thailand. Descriptive statistics were used in data
analyses, along with content analysis.

Results showed that, while ranging from 13 to 19 years old, the average
subject was 17 years old; without income; and of primary education.

Although the female juveniles knew and understood about narcotics and
their harm physically and legally, it was found that most began to use drugs when
they were 14-15 years old. 3 persons had no involvement with narcotics. Most
subjects stayed with their friends, only 2 persons stayed at home but it was just for
rest, they always associated with their friends. Experiences leading to addiction
were from intimate associations because the female gender is sensitive, curious and
needs acceptance from their group.

Causes of offence against property contained 2 factors: the needs to acquire
experience of theft and, in a high risk situation, the demonstration of the ability to
evade arrest or a lawsuit.

It was found that there was a relationship between narcotics and offences
against property in 3 female juveniles, while 10 had no relationship.

It is recommended that there should be cultivation of moral values with
children, a fostering of warmness, encouragement of thinking about life skills and
knowledge how to reject immorality. Units of the Department of Observation and
Protection for Juveniles should organize family activities and family group therapy
for juveniles encountering problems of offending with narcotics and for every case
of offence against property. There should be measures of follow-up after
discharges, for assistance in adapting to families and societies. In other areas, the
state should launch campaigns encouraging awareness of readiness to have
families. There should be measures of prevention or solutions to drop-outs from the
education system.
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