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ABSTRACT

There were 2 objectives of this study. The first was to understand pick-up
drivers’ thinking and their driving patterns. The second was to study structure of power
relations on the road, meaning the social space, compared in 2 pairs of group studies.
One was the pick-up driver and the police and the other was pick-up drivers and other
drivers. Qualitative research approach was adopted in this study and 18 pick-up drivers
participated as informants. Data was collected during November 2004-2005 by
in-depth interview and non-participatory observation techniques and analyzed
inductively. All data was interpreted and proposed through the researcher’s view.

Results: Driving behavior of pick-ups reflected power relations cultural
beliefs, values as well as the contestation for physical space. Two patterns of power
relations clearly showed from the relationship between pick-ups and police and pick-ups
and other cars. The study revealed that pick-ups are perceived as that of the
working/lower class. Pick-up drivers were a low status group and had less power to
negotiate in this social space. Pick-up driving patterns reflected social relationships in
the same social space used among various socio-cultural drivers. Driving culture
composed both contestation and compromise observed by driver’s language, body
language and symbols in their conversation.

KEYWORDS: DRIVING PICK-UP / SOCIAL SPACE / POWER RELATION/
CONTESTATION
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