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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between
individual factors, socioeconomic factors and health behavior factors, and the health status of the
elderly, and the effect of the 30 Baht card policy that aims to decrease the influence of
socio-economic factors on elderly healthcare service utilization.

The study was conducted using data from the Kanchanaburi Demographic
Surveillance System (DSS), round 1 in 2000 and round 5 in 2004, which was
surveyed by the Institute of Population and Social Research, Mahidol University with
support from The Wellcome Trust of the United Kingdom. The respondents included
persons who were aged 60 and over. Panel data were used in this study. The
probability of health care service utilization was predicted using multiple fixed effects
logistic regression panel models. A horizontal inequity index (Hlwv) was used for
measuring equity in health care utilization.

The results indicate that sex, wealth index, education, occupation, area of
residence, and health behavior affect health status (chronic illness). In 2000, wealth
index, education, non-agricultural occupation, and eating index were negatively
associated with chronic illness. The elderly who lived in rural areas had lower odds of
having chronic illness than the elderly who lived in urban areas, and the elderly who
smoked or drank beer/liquor were positively related to chronic illness. In 2004, wealth
index, non-agricultural occupation, eating index and exercise were negatively related
to chronic illness. The female elderly had greater odds of having chronic illness than
the male elderly. The elderly who smoked or drank beer/liquor were still positively
related to chronic illness. During 2000 and 2004, female, age, wealth index, rural area
residence, chronic illness, and 30 Baht card had a positive effect on healthcare
services utilization.

After the policy was implemented, elderly with a 30 Baht card were
significantly more likely to use healthcare services and higher-level types and places
of services. The results show that the poorer needed healthcare services more than the
richer, but the richer used relatively more healthcare services than the poorer.
Socioeconomic status still affects healthcare services utilization. Inequity in
healthcare utilization still exists (pro-rich).
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