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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study was to examine the role of parent and peer
connectedness in the initiation of illicit drug use such as marijuana (Ganja),
mitragyna speciosa (Kratom), amphetamine (Yaba), ecstacy, inhalant,
opium/heroin, and cocaine among male youth.

Data were collected from 1,184 male adolescents recruited through
Respondent Driven Sampling strategy (RDS). The sample consisted of adolescents
aged 15-24 years. Seventy percent were aged 15-19 years. About 54 percent of the
study group were students and 63 percent had used some kind of illicit drugs.
Logistic regression was used in the analysis.

Results show that nearly half of the sample with drug experience used
amphetamines as a first drug, and about 20 percent started with mitragyna
speciosa. Use of marijuana and inhalant accounted for 17 and 14 percent,
respectively. Age at first use ranged from 6 to 23 with an average age of 16.2.
Statistical analysis revealed that initiation of drug use was associated with the level
of parent and peer connectedness. Youth who showed strong connectedness to
parents were less likely to use drugs, whereas those who showed strong
connectedness to peers were more likely to be involved in drug use.

In conclusion, the level of connectedness to parents and peers serves as a
powerful predictor of initiation of drug use among Thai youth. However, compared
to parent connectedness, peer connectedness seems to have a stronger influence on
initiating drug use. This result indicates that connectedness to the good peers
should be the target of program intervention to prevent drug use among
adolescents.

KEY WORDS: PARENT CONNECTEDNESS/PEER CONNECTEDNESS/ DRUG
USE INITIATION
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