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ABSTRACT

This study explores the extent and characteristics of unplanned pregnancy at
community-level; examines the association between pregnancy intention and
pregnancy outcome, and explores the reasons underlying unplanned pregnancy among
Thai women aged 15-59 in two communities in Thailand. This study used secondary
data from the 2001 census study on Pregnancy History of Women in Two
Communities in Thailand, conducted by the Population Council-Bangkok Office. A
total of 2,463 pregnancies occurring to 913 eligible women were chosen for this
study.

Nearly 46 percent of the pregnancies were identified as unplanned, either
because women planned not to conceive or had no plan to conceive. Among women
attempting pregnancy terminations, about 1.5 percent of pregnancies were planned,
about 9.1 percent of pregnancies were unplanned, and about 41.6 percent of
pregnancies were among women actively planning not to conceive. Among women
who successfully induced abortions in this study are about 1.3 percent of pregnancies
were planned, about 4.9 percent by pregnancies among women who had no plan to
conceive, and about 22.5 percent by pregnancies among women who were actively
planning not to conceive. Women aged lower than 20 and women aged older than 34
were more likely to have unplanned pregnancy than other age groups. Women older
than 35 years were more likely to attempt to terminate their pregnancy. Women who
had accidental pregnancies due to contraceptive failure were more likely to terminate
their pregnancies. Economic difficulties were the most frequently cited reason for
unplanned pregnancies and attempted pregnancy termination, followed by a lack of
knowledge on contraception, contraceptive failure, child spacing was too close, and
underestimate of fertility such as the first sexual intercourse.

These findings strongly indicate the need for the developments of healthy
pregnancy programs to assist women realize their pregnancy intentions before and
after conception. In addition there is a clear need for intervention programs that
enhance women’s knowledge of reproductive health and rights and their ability to
ensure reproductive self-determination.
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