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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this qualitative research is to explore the social movement
of the Northern Folk Healers’ Network, the so-called Mor Muang Network
(MMN), and its role in social space, the process of local knowledge revitalization,
and the promotion of a legitimizing context in order to manage community health
systems by utilizing local wisdom. This study was conducted by selecting MMN in
northern Thailand as a case study. The main data was collected from in-depth
interviews, participatory and non-participatory observation, and document review.

The findings indicate that the emergent curing role of folk healers, starting
in 1992, was a consequence of the AIDS crisis. The Legitimization process of the
new role was operated through symbol of existing power structure and sacred
power associated with Lanna Northern culture. Taking social action with other
organizations has established folk healers’ groups and networks which have
subsequently developed as a social movement, whose ideologies concern the
raising of local consciousness and the changing of power relationships between
local communities and state. This social movement acts both at the national and
local level. On the agenda of National Health Reform, the MMN participated in
the national and regional public spheres to propose rational opinions through their
representatives, and concurrently presented their identities and position in the
health system through culturally meaningful action. In respect of local knowledge
revitalization, the MMN act at the local level by “Hoi Hom Phaya”, a local term
for collecting local wisdom, to organize and unite local scholars and healers in the
compilation of local knowledge and revitalizing of the interpretive scheme in
accordance with local cosmology. As regards the legitimizing context, the MMN
mobilized other local wisdom networks and local organizations to join in “Khuang
Phaya” (local wisdom fairs), for the sake of propagation of knowledge in folk
healing, resulting in local consciousness awakening, even though the achievement
created just a temporary legitimizing context.

The study recommends that policymakers and all parties concerned
reconsider the support, law and regulation by respecting the specific characteristic
of folk healers in order to strengthen the local wisdom which has varieties in
nature.

KEY WORDS: FOLK MEDICINE / PUBLIC SPHERE /COMMUNICATIVE
ACTION
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