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ABSTRACT

It was estimated that in 2001 70,000 to 80,000 persons or 0.1 percent of the
adult population in Pakistan was infected with the HIV virus. Low rate of HIV/AIDS
today does not guarantee low prevalence tomorrow. Knowledge of HIV/AIDS
transmission is defense line against this fatal infection. To reverse the epidemic wave
of HIV/AIDS transmission, preventive measures, such as awareness about HIV/AIDS
and knowledge about its transmission is important. Exposure to information about
HIV/AIDS transmission can best serve as a defensive weapon for the young
generation, and can motivate them to avoid risky behavior.

The objective of this study was to examine the influence of mass media on the
knowledge of HIV/AIDS transmission among ever married women of Pakistan. The
Secondary data of The Pakistan Reproductive Health and Family Planning Survey
2000-2001 have been used for the analysis. The sample size of this study is 6,579 ever
married women.

The majority of respondents had inadequate knowledge of HIV/AIDS
transmission. Only 45.7% women had heard about HIV/AIDS. The study shows that
mass media i.e. TV/radio, newspapers/posters/pamphlets are the significant sources of
HIV/AIDS knowledge of transmission, as well as other sources i.e. husband,
relatives/friends/neighbors and medical personnel. In addition, education level, area of
residence and place of residence also have significant relationships with the
knowledge of HIV/AIDS transmission.

This study recommends that information of HIV/AIDS transmission should be
disseminated through mass media, as well as by other sources i.e. husband,
relatives/friends/neighbors and medical personnel.
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