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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to investigate the influence of sex of heads of the
households on the basic educational opportunity of their children aged 5-13 years.
Educational opportunity of the children is measured as some education and no
education. Data from the Bhutan Living Standard Survey, 2003, are used for the
analysis. There are 3,511 cases comprising 2,890 children living in male headed and
621 children living with female headed households.

About 35.3 percent of children did not have any formal education. About 50
percent of the children aged 5-13 years were females. Most household heads were
aged 35-44 years (45% for male and 56.2% female heads). The percent of heads
without education is quite high (50.7% for male and 83.7% for female) and each
household had on average 2.32 and 2.23 children aged 5-13 years for male and female
headed households respectively. Most male headed households were located in urban
areas (67.4%) but the opposite was found among female headed households in urban
areas (36.1%).

Logistic regression revealed that the education opportunities of the children
were significantly influenced by the sex, age, and educational levels of the heads of
the household and their place of residence. Children from female headed households
were 64 percent less likely to have some education than male headed households. For
the heads aged 55 and more years, their children were 19.44 times and 4.01 times
more likely to attain some education than those aged less than 25 years, for male
headed and female headed households respectively. Children living with heads
educated higher than primary level are more likely to get some education than those
living with uneducated heads (1.96 times for male heads and 3.26 times for female
heads). Children residing in rural areas, as compared to urban areas were significantly
less likely to attain some education than those in urban areas.

So, while contemplating policies aimed at improving the education for girls, the
Royal Government should direct more resources towards children from female headed
households with special focus on those who have no education and live in rural areas
as this significantly affects the children’s schooling.
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