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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the doctrine of dialogue in Buddhism and Christianity
from the texts of both religions. It includes opinions on dialogue held by the administrative
staff, teaching staff and students from Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and
Saengtham College obtained by interviewing 24 people (12 from each institute) about : 1)
theory of the dialogue, 2) dialogue in religious educational institutes, and 3) problems and
their solutions.

The findings show that there are three attitudes found in the texts of Buddhists and
Christianity : Exclusivism, Inclusivism and Pluralism. It can be said that the Exclusivism and
Inclusivism are for preaching, whereas Pluralism is for dialogue and relations with other
religions. In the Buddhist texts and Christian gospels there was frequent dialogue between the
Buddha and Jesus with other religious people. However, this finding is equally agreed and
disagreed.

The field work findings show that that administrative staff, teaching staff and students
of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and Saengtham College agree with theory of
the dialogue in the sense that it will bring about peace in the world. They disagree with the
passing over tradition as to learn other religions since it is merely a pretension. The dialogue
in Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya is a bit too scholarly for the students to take part in.
However, the dialogue in Saengtham College has been conducted in a small group so the
students can equally take part in it. However, it has been conducted less. For the problem that
obstructs the dialogue, both institutes share the same idea that the dialogue cannot be possible
because of narrow-mindedness and non-sincerity. However, they can be changed by means of
doing an activity together in order to be accustomed to each other and to raise friendship
which lead to a good and effective dialogue.
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