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THE PLINCIPAL SONGS IN LIMON, A SHAMANISTIC RITUAL AT
SONGKHLA PROVINCE.
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ABSTRACT

Qualitative research was done to investigate the Limon ritual, its singing and its
music of the principal songs. The focus was on music accompanying the Limon ritual
in Songkhla Province, by fieldwork studies and transcribing the ritual music into
music notation. Analyses were done applying theories of Musicology.

It was found that the Limon ritual was influenced by the Brahman Hinduism
with 3 objectives: 1) for votive offering, 2) fever treatment, and 3) honoring gurus.
There were 3-day rituals within the “Rong Mad” or the ritual house. Offerings
contained principally La a dessert. Involved persons were the medium escort, shaman,
host, relatives and ritual participants. Sequences of the ritual were: the first day
introduction rite, singing respect to the guru, the sacred respected songs of AngChian
AngMad, Tad Mai, establishing the spirit house, praying to call the grandfather and the
grandmother. The second day was to sing respect to the guru, the psalm to call the
grandfather and the grandmother, while at night it was to sing the AngNam. The third
days was to sing respect to the guru, the psalm to call the grandfather and the
grandmother, leading the grandfather and the grandmother to take a bath, singing the
AngYoung and entering the Wheuy Hmrab Ritual, then escorting the grandfather and
the grandmother, and escort the sacred and the spirits.

Singing was accompanied by 3-5 Thabs drums which led into words of song
lyrics with drawn out sound. Verses with tune were 3 kinds, the principal verses, non-
communicative words, and repetition of 1 syllable and 1 tone and 1 syllable with 2-3
tones with 4 short tone patterns. Singing was repetitively rotated and there were 3
patterns in the structure.

The musical identity of the principal songs in the Limon ritual used 3 revert
patterns, i.e. introduction, the middle and the ending. The second pattern was most
used. The song was in the quartet group, the pitch was with the sextet pair dividing the
stanza into 2 phrases and 3 phrases. Movements repeated the previous tonal interval
of the duo and the trio and ended with the main tonality. The structural tones were
only in 3 tones.

KEY WORDS: MUSIC ANALYSIS / SONG / LIMON/ SHAMANISTIC / RITUAL
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