A STRUCTURAL MOVE ANALYSIS OF MA THESIS
DISCUSSION SECTIONS IN APPLIED LINGUISTICS

CHAWALEE RASMEENIN

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT
OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS
(APPLIED LINGUISTICS)
FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
2006

ISBN 974-04-7209-5
COPYRIGHT OF MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY



Fac. Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis / v

a L4 a a a J o a a J J
msasizn Move luuneddsienaveddneiwusszauliyanInluaninmmmaniilszgna

(A STRUCTURAL MOVE ANALYSIS OF MA DISCUSSION SECTIONS IN
APPLIED LINGUISTICS)

¥7a srdtia 4536492 ARAL/M
Af. (Memaaslizgng)

AMZNTTUMIALAUINGIINUT © n3ds Yyailseney, Ph.D.,
Suzanne Leslie Heaton, M.A.

UnAnge

NuAn Nz Move °1umnaﬁﬂiwwamaﬁwEnﬁwuﬁazﬁuﬂ?mm{ﬂwﬁiﬂmm%fﬁm%a
V33818 nguFIedIiINTIAT T Ae UNeAY T eNavesINe ISz ATy Tn $1uam 9 un i
WouTasindnunalng inTesiiefildlumsdinazvinguiaedisie Move Model ves Yang &
Allison (2003) Fuilu Model fastunnmsinziunanunuiseRainiluns s inms
Ampnansdszgnd f?mi”m’cjuﬁaafJ'NéuaNm%"ﬂﬁ“lﬁ'm%mmiﬁumytﬁﬂmzmwmﬁmmu
neniiwug 5 au

manSeuiouszninuneddnenanguitedusuuneddnenaluunanuisenmainmsi
A lumsdnuives Yang & Allison (2003) %“lwmu'mﬂﬂs aafndnlunsdearsuanaiadiy

nanfeluvaziigalszaeindnluunedsoravesineninusiiunmsssnunansise yadsedan

~

a o a 4 aw a
ﬁﬁfﬂu‘ﬂ‘ﬂ@ﬂﬂi18Wﬁﬂ]@\‘lﬂ1/lﬂ'ﬂll')%fJT]N'J“Iﬂﬂ1i1/]aWIJWLﬁuﬂWﬁ’J%1§ﬂ!Wﬂﬂ?ﬁ’]ﬂﬂ‘u’ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁ N3
=

a’wd

<
’JlﬂiL,‘HENGI)'GLWIML!f]ﬂ’JﬂJ‘Vl’fJﬂ’lJﬁWEJN’G’I‘VIL"Uﬂuiﬂﬂuﬂﬁﬂ‘kﬂ]l‘ﬂﬂﬂi&’ﬂﬂﬂg]}’w Move 5Move 1ilu

a o

Y {q ¥9 Ao A A aw ' aw a 7
ﬂlﬂﬂ??ﬂﬁﬁlﬂﬂlﬂuaﬂﬂﬁaﬁﬂ1u'§%ﬂ, i']El\ﬂuNﬁﬁ\?ﬁWU%'lﬂﬂWE'Jﬁ]ﬂ, YDANUWANIIINY, AUNTIEN
Y

VR
1

nansIseuazraagli ldnnnuide dmsunamsanuineadesdn midmiizd Move Cycle

wut unedsenavesineninusiily Move Cycle wuwRgrsusufinylumsanm veuinise
o (9 Peng, 1987; Hopkins & Dudley-Evans, 1988; Kanoksilapatham, 2005)
wennIng msdmaeiidniuas Tassadremalensel %“lwmmmmnﬂﬁwwmmnaumamq

Ineniinug Widninas Tnsessamahonsdindendsiufused 1dnnauisoseunhil (@
Swales, 1990; Brett, 1994)
{ aw dy o I ) [ [ a a s A
nah Idonaisetiawnsoi i Ihdudeyadmsumsdsuljamsidouineniinus el

U
]
=

v Yy o A A A o A Aaa o A 3 v
llﬂiJW]iﬁ'mGlﬂmﬂENﬂﬁJQTLIL"’UEJu%Lﬂu%EJ’fJiJiULWE]GlWiJWGlu’Jﬁﬁﬁﬁ&’ﬂ“lju']uﬂﬂGWlﬂulﬂ me‘ﬂuﬂlﬂll"a‘ﬂ

o Yo =) av
vzt Il unmsiSeumsaou uazmsdselusiuiaa

197 wih ISBN 974-04-7209-5




Fac. Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis / iv

A STRUCTURAL MOVE ANALYSIS OF MA THESIS DISCUSSION
SECTIONS IN APPLIED LINGUISTICS

CHAWALEE RASMEENIN 4536492 ARAL/M
M.A. (APPLIED LINGUISTICS)

THESIS ADVISORS: KORNSIRI BOONYAPRAKOB, Ph.D.,
SUZANNE LESLIE HEATON, M.A.

ABSTRACT

This research is a descriptive study of the structural or
communicative moves in MA thesis discussion sections. A corpus of the move
analysis includes nine discussion sections in applied linguistics written by Thai
graduate students. The move model used for the analysis of the corpus was
based on an analysis of published research articles in applied linguistics by
Yang and Allison (2003). The corpus was compiled by interviewing five thesis
supervisors.

Comparison in terms of move presence and frequency between the thesis
discussion corpus and published research article discussions in Yang and
Allison’s study (2003) indicates that their primary communicative purposes
differ. While the primary communicative purpose of the thesis discussion
corpus was to report results, that of the published articles was to comment on
research results. Regarding the use of move, every discussion in the corpus has
5 rhetorical functions: ‘Stating background information’, ‘Reporting results’,
‘Summarizing results’, *‘Commenting on results’ and ‘Deductions from the
research’. Similar to previous studies (such as Peng, 1987; Hopkins & Dudley-
Evans, 1988; Kanoksilapatham, 2005) the thesis samples also displayed cyclical
patterning. The analysis of distinct lexicogrammatical signals of individual
moves in the corpus indicates the results that generally conformed to those of
previous studies (such as Swales, 1990; Brett, 1994).

Findings of the study which provide insights into the improvement of
graduate student writing skills as well as the pedagogical implications and
further study are presented.
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