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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to differentiate the characteristics of Thai country and city
songs in terms of language use and content by comparing (1) lyrical themes; (2)
language strategies; and (3) socio-cultural reflections embedded in the lyrics. The data
analysis is based on a combination of multi-disciplinary approaches, conducted in
respect to 474 Thai country songs and 483 Thai city songs.

The findings from the present study reveal that the lyrics of Thai country and city
songs cannot be obviously distinguished since both lyrical songs share some similar
characteristics: lyrical themes, language strategies and socio-cultural reflections.
Regarding the language use, the analysis shows that such easily understood and
straightforward strategies as slang and colloquial language are mostly found in the
lyrics of Thai country songs, while more poetic language is commonly found in the
lyrics of Thai city songs, resulting in their popularity with the audiences.

With regard to content analysis, the lyrical themes of Thai country and city songs
can be classified into 7 types: (1) beauty admiration songs, (2) custom and festival
songs, (3) despair songs, (4) love songs, (5) moral songs, (6) patriotic and praise songs,
and (7) social reflection songs. The lyrical themes concerning despair, love, and social
reflection are the three most frequently found in the lyrics of both song groups, strongly
supporting the ethnomusicological claim in which the lyrical songs are used as a
medium for releasing human beings’ tension and emotional expression. Additionally,
interesting findings from this study not only provide major evidence recording Thai
socio-cultural changes but also indicate that language strategies and socio-cultural
reflections in both lyrical songs vary according to their lyrical themes.
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