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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research was to explore factors influencing uncertainty in illness of
parents with children admitted in intensive care unit. The uncertainty in illness theory of
Mishel was used as the theoretical framework for this study. The total sample in the study was
100 parents of children admitted to the intensive care unit at Maharaj Nakorn Chiangmai and
Nakornping hospitals from July to October, 2005. The four part questionnaire was used
including the demographic data form, the parent’s perception uncertainty in illness scale,
perception of the child’s illness severity scale, and support from health care providers
questionnaire. All data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and stepwise multiple
regression.

The results revealed that the duration of parent’s education and support from credible
authority had negatively significant correlations with uncertainty in a child’s illness (r = -.309
p<.001, r = -.224, p<.05 respectively). Besides, both of them could account for 13.70% of
variance of uncertainty in child’s illness (p<.05).

This study suggests that health care providers should assess the knowledge of parents
who have low education and provide appropriate information in order to decrease the
uncertainty in illness. In addition, health care providers should provide support, including
emotional, appraisal, informational, and instrumental support, to such parents when their
children are admitted to an intensive care unit. This will help parents reduce uncertainty in

illness.
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