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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to develop an Abused Wife Coping Scale (AWCS)
and test key aspects of validity and reliability of this measurement. Three sources of content
validity evidence were provided: an extensive literature search provided the overview of
coping in abused wives; Lazarus’s Transaction Model was the theoretical base to
conceptualize coping as a cognitive process; a qualitative study was employed to discover
the abused wives’ coping strategies. In effect, an item pool for the AWCS was developed
based on the results of the qualitative study. Content validity of the AWCS was determined
by five experts from various disciplines. The content validity index (CVI) showed high
validity. After pretesting, the AWCS consisted of 52 items.

Three hundred and seventy participants who had experience of wife abuse
responded to the AWCS and three additional instruments. Data collecting was conducted in
various regions in Thailand. Psychometric testing was employed step by step. When using
principle component factor analysis with varimax rotation, and loading cut off point of .40,
nine factors emerged and were named as coping patterns, consisting of: 1) struggling to leave
the marital abuse situation, 2) preventing and managing abusive trauma, 3) trying to maintain
marital life after abuse, 4) reducing suffering by self- transcendence, 5) seeking help to manage
abusive problems, 6) using self-destructive behavior, 7) seeking ways to harm the abusive
partner and significant others, 8) managing sexually abusive situations, and 9) talking about
suffering with close relatives and friends. The final draft of the AWCS consisted of 45 items.

This study provided sufficient empirical evidence to support the validity and
reliability of the AWCS. The consistency of the scale as a whole was found to be highly
reliable. When examining the construct-related evidence of validity by contrast group
approach, it was found that most of the coping pattern scores were significantly different
between severely abused wives and less severely abused wives. Additionally, examining the
concurrent criterion-related evidence of validity by investigation of the correlations of the
nine coping patterns to severity of abuse, marital satisfaction, and psychological distress
demonstrated that there was sufficient empirical evidence to support concurrent criterion-
related validity of the AWCS.

This scale could be used for future study to assess coping strategies in abused Thai
wives. It is recommended that studies be carried out to further test the validity and reliability
of the AWCS.
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