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ABSTRACT

Food safety has become an important topic for public health in recent years,
particularly among the general population. Concern for food safety can be induced by the
public health policy, or as a result of public awareness of risk. This study adopted a
sociological perspective on ‘risk society’ based on Ulrich Beck’s assumption that the more
society becomes modernized or had a high stage of modernity, the higher awareness of risks
occur in a society. As a consequence of modernity, risks become everyday social conditions,
which people and government find ways to control and regulate with conditions such as
introducing scores of safety measures. This study, thus, examined both political positions
from government policy on food safety measures, and social positions where people took
steps to prevent risks through choice of safe food consumption. The study selected only a
specific group of the population that fit the model of modernity suggested by Beck.

The study found that the government has long been in the forefront of health
promotion and preventing risks from food products and consumption. The first generation of
government regulations on food safety was for hygiene and standard procedures for
processing food to be sent for export. The second generation of food safety focused around
manufacturing food and frozen food, again for the international export market, that required
international standards to be applied. The recent measures from the government are again
related to public concern and promotion of health and tourism.

The modernized population found in this study who may have a high consciousness of
food safety chose products that they believed to be the most safe, particularly frozen food, and
had little concern of food labelling as promoted by the government. Only 10.9% of them were
aware of the food labelling and standard measures put out by the government. This study
could not generalize the whole population, or agree with Beck’s perspectives on risk society,
due to the fact that frozen food may not be the best representation of safety food in modern
Thai society as compared to western societies. The government neither educates or informs
people on the standard measurements applied to process and frozen food in Thai society, nor
encourages domestic consumption of frozen food. Therefore, food safety and risk society
measures through frozen food in Thailand do not fit the model of risk perspective proposed by
Beck.
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