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ABSTRACT

This thesis attempts to interpret and investigate the phenomenon of Kathoey
(in Thai also known as Sao praphet song or “second type of women” or transsexual)
and dependence on modern medicine for socio-medical construction of Kathoey’s
desired corporeal styles and identities in terms of being “like women”. Foucauldian
perspective on power is used as the main theoretical framework. The information for
the discussion in this thesis was gathered from participant observation and interviews
with twenty Kathoey, aged between eighteen and forty, and based in Bangkok, Chiang
Mai, Phuket and Pattaya. Information was also gathered from three medical
professionals and documentary source.

Through investigation of this socio-medical construction, dependence on
modern medicine is interpreted as a system of medical power relations between the
institution of medicine and medical professionals and Kathoey which leads to the
production of a type of corporeal style and a human identity in terms of being “like
women” under the heterosexual power structures plus the capitalist system. In these
medical power relations, both medical institution and medical professionals and
Kathoey exercise medical power through producing and deploying medical knowledge
and particular knowledge with different aims, and in different ways. While the
institution of medicine and medical professionals produce and deploy medical
knowledge, technology and related practice in strategic ways which serve to maintain
and reinforce the existing heterosexual society, Kathoey also produce their particular
knowledge and deploy medical and particular knowledge in strategic ways to support
the construction of their desired corporeal styles and identities in terms of being “like
women” which does not necessarily mean to “become” women in the ways of “real
women”.
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