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ABSTRACT

Moral reasoning is a factor that motivates the different personal actions. The objective
of this study was to study the level of moral reasoning, factors affecting the moral reasoning
and the relationship of levels of moral reasoning with the types of violent and the non-violent
delinquency of juveniles. The population of this study consisted of 120 juvenile delinquents
who had committed their first illegal actions and had been ordered by the court to be trained in

the Observation and Protection office of Ubonratchathani Province. Quantitative data were
collected using questionnaires to measure the levels of moral reasoning, the affectionate raising

patterns of parenting, family relationships, good models, peer group influence, future self
control-orientation, age, intelligence quotient, and type of juvenile delinquency. Qualitative

data were collected by observation and informal interviews. The statistical methods of data
analysis of this research were Chi-square and Pearson correlation to analyze the relationship of
variables, step regression analysis for the prediction. Content analysis was used for the

qualitative data.

According to the results of the research, half of the juveniles (56.7%) had a high level of

moral reasoning.(the average moral reasoning was 4.77 or stage 4 based on Kohlberg's theory)
Factors affecting the moral reasoning of juvenile delinquents which were statistically
significant at .01 level were the good models, peer group influence and future self control-
orientation. These three variables had the low level of positive relationship toward the moral
reasoning and could predict the moral reasoning of the juvenile at 35.3%. In terms of the
moral reasoning and the types of illegal actions both for the violent and non-violent cases, it
was found that there was no relationship. Therefore, according to the research outcomes, the
government and the private sectors should reinforce mechanisms and action plans to develop
juveniles to enable them to analyze and to forecast negative consequences in future from their
present action, encourage them seek good friends, enchant them to adopt good models for
behaving, and require field work to develop or seek patterns of enhancing moral reasoning
among juvenile delinquents in the Observation and Protection Office.
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