ANALYSIS OF “25 MELODIOUS STUDIES, OP. 60” BY
CARCASSI FOR PERFORMING AND TEACHING

EKASIN KESA

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT
OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS (MUSIC)
FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
2005

ISBN 974-04-6813-6
COPYRIGHT OF MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol. Univ. Thesis /iv

ANALYSIS OF “25 MELODIOUS STUDIES, OP.60> BY CARCASSI FOR
PERFORMING AND TEACHING

EKASIN KESA 4336337 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORS : JIRADEJ SETABUNDHU, D.M., SAKCHAI HIRUNRAK,
M.A., ORAWAN BANCHONGSILPA, M.M.

ABSTRACT
The study is based on qualitative methodology. It aims at analyzing the studies
and the guitar techniques from “25 Melodious Studies, Op. 60” by Matteo Carcassi.
The researcher examined outstanding characteristics of the studies and guitar
techniques, collected data from the interviews with experts, and analyzed teaching
methods as well as guitar techniques from these compositions.

Matteo Carcassi (1792-1853) was an Italian virtuoso who was influential to
the classical guitar community in the early nineteenth century. He intended mainly to
teach guitar. Carcassi created styles and methods for teaching guitar by writing
numerous series of guitar studies, etudes, and repertoire. His books have been
accepted for their valuable merits for guitar teaching, thereby becoming widely
regarded and popular for today’s teaching. Similar to Chopin’s piano part, Carcassi’s
total concentration on his beloved instrument, a classical guitar, resulted in his entire
compositional works written for guitar only.

The researcher has found that the “25 Melodious Studies, Op. 60” by Matteo
Carcassi thoroughly use all the existing guitar techniques for both left and right hands,
e.g. arpeggio, slur, glissando, tremolo, scale, etc. All of these techniques are
indispensable for the teaching and learning of guitar. Additionally, Carcassi also gave
importance to musical emotions through the elaborate use of dynamics in all studies.

According to the research, it can be concluded that the “25 Melodious Studies,
Op. 60” by Carcassi are highly beneficial to the study of guitar techniques. Therefore,
it is advisable for teachers to use them with intermediate-advanced students in order
to strengthen their skills.
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