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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to study, rank, and propose appropriate
criteria to support an application for the establishment of a community forest, under
Article 18 of the Community Forest Act. Its objective was also to recommend some
useful factors conforming to the condition and surrounding of the local community for
supporting the act.

This study formulated prototype criteria in accordance with the Community
Forest Act, Article 18, by interviewing the committee, local community and experts.
The criteria was priorities and ranked in compliance with the geographic information
system (GIS). Then, were them tested against the field data collected at the Sa Ma
Kae community.

As a result, 59 appropriate criteria were identified, of which 8 were highly
appropriate, 20 were moderately appropriate, while, 31 were least appropriate. The
highly appropriate criteria included the objectives of the community forest and the
community forest management program. In the case of The Sa Ma Kae community
forest, both said criteria were in the portion of 75% of the prototype criteria. The
finding additional factors were: the clarification of legal key word definitions, the
standard of consideration procedures for approval, and the specification of restricted
area.

This study suggested that the application of criteria stated in the Community
Forest Act for establishment of the community forest will be achieved or not achieved
depending on the capability of the agency concerned to consider all relevant about of
the community.

KEY WORDS: COMMUNITY FOREST ACT / COMMUNITY FOREST /
SA MA KAE COMMUNITY FOREST
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