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ABSTRACT

This study investigated gender role in families where the mothers had low birth
weight infants applying the analytical concepts of gender analysis by a qualitative approach.
In-depth interviews and observations were used in data collection among 13 cases.

It was found that the gender relations in the families of mothers with low birth
weight infants were different and could be classified into 2 groups, i.e. 1) the mothers of
low birth weight infants with sickness, and 2) the mothers of low birth weight infants
without sickness.

The mothers of low birth weight infants with sickness levied in families where
they were coerced to accept the superiority of the male role and had high family violence
both during childhood and in their current family. The division of labor was very strict.
Even though the economic situation drove the female to find employment, the male never
shared household burdens. Most mothers were unable to control or access the family
resources and benefits. Almost every case they did not want children and were unable to
accept their pregnancy or attend to it properly. Some attempted to abort their pregnancy,
which endangered both the mothers and the infants.

The mothers of the low birth weight infants without sickness was little different
social construction from the first group, but encountered less family violence. Most was
psychological violence and not significant. The division of labor was less strict. The male
shared some household burdens where time could be fixed or with the laborsaving devices.
The work hours of the mother were less than the previous group. Major decision-making
was over-empowered by males while the females decided minor things within the homes.
Few cases were found where the females shared decision-making with the males. Most
mothers were able to access the family resources and benefits. Although some cases were
helpless to control and to allocate the family resources and benefits, they were accessible
because the husbands were responsible and supported by their families. Most mothers were
not well-prepared for pregnancy and rejected having children. But finally they were able to
accept pregnancy and became more attentive to it.

It was concluded that the inequity of gender roles in a family superiorized by the
male affected the mother with low birth weight infants. The more the mother was oppressed
by the male superiority in a family, the infant would be lower in weight and meet with more
acute illness. The persons involved should encourage gender equity in families so that
children will be healthy and become a force for further developing society
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