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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to examine the level of knowledge, attitude, and
participation in the wildlife conservation of youths who visited Khao Kheow Open Zoo.
The relationships between personal and social factors and knowledge, attitude, and
participation, and the relationships among knowledge, attitude, and participation in the
wildlife conservation of youths were also investigated.

The study was conducted as survey research and data collection was done by
interviewing 200 youths. The data analysis was done by descriptive statistics involving
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, Chi-Square Test, and Pearson’s
Correlation-efficient.

It was found that most youths had knowledge and attitude towards wildlife
conservation at a high level and the participation in wildlife conservation at a moderate
level. Youths’ knowledge about wildlife conservation depended on age; attitude towards
wildlife conservation depended on the value they put into wildlife conservation; and their
participation in wildlife conservation depended on age, level of education, and value put
into wildlife conservation, at a 0.05 level of significance. Moreover, knowledge about the
wildlife conservation had significantly a positive relationship with attitude towards
wildlife conservation. However, knowledge about wildlife conservation did not have a
relationship with the participation in wildlife conservation. In addition, attitude towards
wildlife conservation had a relationship with participation in wildlife conservation at a
0.05 level of significance.

Regarding recommendations of this study, relevant governmental and private
sectors should hold a campaign for wildlife conservation through various media,
implement a policy of wildlife conservation, and arrange activities to encourage more
awareness and root consciousness concerning wildlife resources. Additionally, training on
participation in wildlife conservation should be organized.

Further studies should include 1) a study of other sample groups; 2) a study of
roles in wildlife conservation of operating officials in Khao Kheow Open Zoo; 3) a
comparative study of participation in wildlife conservation between youths attending
activities arranged by Khao Kheow Open Zoo and youths not attending activities arranged
by Khao Kheow Open Zoo; and 4) a study of the same matter to be conducted in other
open zoos.
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