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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate reading strategies employed by
high and low English ability science and arts Mattayom Suksa Six students at
Assumption College Thonburi in the academic year of 2004-2005.

The subjects of this study were 56 Mattayom Suksa Six students in the science
and the arts programs. The subjects in each program consisted of 28 students (14
students each in the high and low English ability groups), based on the scores on the
Oxford Quick Placement Test. The instruments used in this study were the Oxford
Quick Placement Test, a questionnaire, and semi-structured interviews.

The findings from the study revealed that all students with high and low
English ability in both programs used all six groups of strategies with moderate
frequency of overall use. Compensation strategies were the most often used and
memory strategies were the least often used. The order of use of the strategy groups
employed by the two groups of the science students was rather similar. There was no
significant difference at the confidence level of .05 in the overall use of strategies
between the two groups of science students. On the contrary, there was a difference in
the order of strategy use between these two groups of arts students. There was a
significant difference in the overall use of strategies and in most strategy groups
between the two groups of arts students at the confidence level of .05. The arts
students with high English ability used almost all strategy groups (excluding
compensation and affective strategies) significantly more frequently than the low
English ability arts students did.
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