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ABSTRACT

The aims of this study were to estimate levels and trends of childlessness as well
as to examine differentials in childlessness and the effect of the demographic and
socioeconomic factors on childlessness. Women in reproductive age (15-49 years) were
drawn from 1970 to 2000 Population and Housing Census and the 1996 Survey of
Fertility, conducted by the National Statistical Office. The proportion of women who
never had children ever born at the time of the census/survey was used to determine the
level of childlessness. Cross-tabulation analysis was employed to examine the difference
in childlessness while logistic regression models were carried out to determine factors

affecting childlessness.

The findings showed that childlessness among women of reproductive age and
permanent childlessness increased over the years between 1970 and 2000. It increased
from 35% to 40% for all women, 5% to 11% for ever married women, 5% to 13% for all
women aged 45-49, and 1.7% to 6.4% for ever married women aged 45-49. For each type
of childlessness among married women, temporary childlessness was highest (4.7%).
Involuntary and voluntary childlessness were lower than expected (2.3% and 0.3%,
respectively). Childlessness was significantly different between subcategories of age, age
at marriage, religion, language, education level, urban-rural residence and region. When
all factors were simultaneously taken into account, late marriage or living in urban area

had increased the chance of both involuntary childlessness and voluntary childlessness.
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