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ABSTRACT

This study investigated stigmatization of AIDS patients in the medical care service
system. Demographic socio-economic factors, the type of health facilities regularly used, the
health status, and other circumstances determined whether or not an HIVV/AIDS positive persons
had been stigmatized. The study was conducted as quantitative research and a purposive selection
method for recruiting the study participants was applied. The investigation was undertaken in the
regional hospital of Ratchaburi province, the Bangduea Health Station, at the Anonymous Clinic,
the Thammaruk Foundation, the Wednesday Fan Club, and the Elephant Grass Club. Information
was collected during 25" August to 11" October 2004. A total of 255 AIDS patients were
interviewed.  The intensity and regularity of incidences, reaction as well as level of reaction and
the perception of stigma towards people with HIV/AIDS was assessed, 66.70% of the study
participants had been stigmatized, some very much, others not severely. Stigmatization included
refusing to treat, convincing patients to go to another health facility, not providing treatment,
forcing more pay for treatment, defiling registration with a health insurance scheme, and
pressuring patients to back out of a drug trial program. 55.30% of the respondents reacted in a
moderate way towards stigmatization where it was associated with not making an appointment for
the treatment continuation, no advice being given, or impolite or abusive manners. 35.3% of the
patients had a moderate adverse perception about stigma. The level of stigma was significantly
associated (P>0.05) with age, occupation, income of those who have an income of 4,001-8,000
Baht and those who don’t reveal their income, residential area, and the kind of person who
stigmatized the patients. The reaction toward stigma was significantly related (P>0.05) to
occupation, cause of infection, residential area, and who stigmatized the patient. The major cause
of infection was that the affected HIVV/AIDS person had been a prisoner, shared needles with other
staff of a company, injected drugs or received a blood transfusion. The perception of stigma was
significantly associated (P>0.05) with the health facility the patient regularly used such as a
regional, or general hospital, and who stigmatized the patient, for example health personnel.

Campaigns should be launched through all media levels in providing basic information
about HIV/AIDS, its route of transmission and the prevention of the epidemic to all those, who are
in contact with HIV/AIDS positive persons such as health personnel, family members, relatives,
and friends. The attitude of health personnel should be studied over time, to monitor for any
improvement. .The possibility of stigmatization of minority group members suffering from
HIV/AIDS should be investigated along with their opportunity to access health services.
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