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ABSTRACT
Every year more than half a million women of reproductive age die due to

pregnancy related complications. Ninety-nine percent of these deaths occur in
developing countries. The majority of these deaths can be prevented through timely
use of maternal care services. Thailand has made great progress and is successful in
reducing these deaths mainly through an expanded network of health facilities where
high quality services are being provided. Though the use of maternal health care
services is high, there is still a scope for improvement because in some areas maternal
care service utilization is low.

This study determined the effect of socio-demographic characteristics and
availability of health services on the use of maternal care services in Kanchanaburi
province, Thailand. For this study, maternal health care consisted of preventive care
(antenatal, delivery and postnatal care) and curative care. Logistic regression analysis
was used to examine the net effect of each explanatory variable (socio-demographic
characteristics and availability of health services) on health care service utilization.
Heckman model for detection and correction of sample selection bias was used. The
results show that illiteracy, poverty and living in difficult terrain are the main
impediments in the use of health care services.

Education and economic status are the strongest predictors of health care
utilization in Kanchanaburi, therefore, efforts should be made to increase female
education and economic status of women (especially upland) by providing more
educational opportunities and income generating activities, respectively.
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